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HALESWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


DR.  ARTHUR  C.  GEE,  M.R.C.S., 

L.R.C.P.,  D.P.A. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Town  Hall, 
Halesworth. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Halesworth  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  your  District  for  the  year  1969. 

The  population  of  the  District  continues  to  increase,  the 
Registrar  General’s  estimate  for  mid-1969  being  3,070.  The  number  of 
births  is  the  highest  for  many  years,  at  63,  and  the  Birth  Rate  is 
20.5,  which  is  well  ab^ve  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales  of  16.3.  The 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  is  even  higher  at  22.8. 

The  number  of  deaths  is  lower  than  last  year  at  40,  and  the 
Crude  Death  Rate  is  accordingly  lower  at  13«0.  The  causes  of  death 
follow  closely  the  National  trend. 

Very  little  infectious  disease  was  recorded  in  the  year  under 
review.  The  only  infectious  disease  of  any  prevalence  these  days  is 
Measles,  and  1969  was  a Mlow"  year  for  Measles  nationally.  Immunisation 
against  Measles  is  now  available  but  got  off  to  a slow  start  for  a variety 
of  reasons.  It  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  a marked  improvement  in 
this  situation  in  the  future,  so  that  this  infectious  disease  too,  can  be 
eradicated. 

May  I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  you  Mr.  Chairman,  and  your 
Health  Committee  Members,  for  the  interest  and  consideration  you  have  shown 
in  the  Health  aspects  of  your  Council's  work,  for  which  I have  been 
responsible. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ARTHUR  C.  GEE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


august . 


1970 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres) ...»  1,107 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  .population  (Mid-1969) 3,070 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (estimated).......... 1,202 

Rateable  Value £1 1 5 , 497 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  (estimated) . •••••  £498 


Halesworth 

Urban 

District 

i 

England 
& Wales 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Number. 

63 

20.5 

16.3 

Rate  per  1000  population 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  oer  cent  of  total  live  births. 

2 

8 

STILLBIRTHS 

Number* 

Nil 

Rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births 

13 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILLBIRTHS 

63 

INFANT  DEATHS  (deaths  under  1 vear) 

1 

- 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1000  total  live  births.. 

16  • 

18 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1000  legitimate  live 

births 

1 6 

17 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1000  illegitimate 

live  births,... 

Nil 

25 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per 

1 000  total  live  births ).... 

16 

12 

EARLY  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (deaths  under  1 week 

per  1000  live  births) 

16 

10 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (stillbirths  and  deaths 

under  1 week  combinded  per  1000  total  live  and  still- 

births. 

16 

23 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths 

Nil 

154 

Rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births,.... 

Nil 

0.19 

t 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE -BIRTHS  ' ‘ ' ' 

* Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

TOTAL \V.  .*...• • 

35 

‘ 35 

•**28 

27 

1 

63 

62 

1 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate , 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

TOTAL ’ 

Legitimate «... . .. 

— 

Illegitimate 





— 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 YEAR  OF  AGE 

* Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

1 

1 

Legitimate  

' * 1 

— 

1 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  4 WEEKS  OF  AGE 

Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

1 

. . . 

1 

Legitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Illegitimate 

, — 

— 

— 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 WEEK  OF  AGE  1 

1 Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

total 

1 

1 

Legitimate. 

1 

— 

1 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

* 

Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

DEATHS  - ALL  AGES 

21 

19 

40 

2 


R A T E S 


Hales worth 

England 

Urban  District 

& Wales 

Illegitimacy  rate  (per  1000  Live  births.) ...  

1 6.0 

— 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate 

22.8 

16.3 

Death  rate  per  1000  estimated  population..... 

• 13.0 

11.9 

Adjusted  Death  Rate 

14.0 

Comparability  Factor  (births)  1 •'ll 

Comparability  Factor  (Deaths ) ......  1 *08 


CAUSES  OF  INFANT  DEATHS 


SEX 

AGE 

. - * • . 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

M 

Under 

1 

week 

Birth  Injury, 'difficult  labour 
etc. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

1 . Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

— 

— 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

- 

- 

- 

3.  Syphilitic  disease... 

- 

- 

- 

4.  Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

5.  Whooping  cough 

- 

- 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

3 

5 

8 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis. 

- 

- 

- 

8,  Measles 

- 

- 

- 

9*  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases-. .. • 

- 

- 

- 

10.  Malignant  neophlasm,  stomach 

2 

1 

3 

11,  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

2 

- 

2 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

1 

1 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

. ..  - 

- 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasm,... 

1 

1 

2 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia . 

— 

— 

— 

16.  Diabetes... 

— 

— 

— 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

- 

- 

- 

Carried  forward. . ...... 

8 

8 

16 

3 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

Brought  forward..#.# 

8 

8 

16 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina. 

7 

1 

8 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

- 

3 

3 

20.  Other  heart  disease....... 

2 

2 

4 

21.  Other  circulatory  diseases........... 

1 

— 

1 

22.  Influenza 

- 

— 

M 

23 . Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

24.  Bronchitis..... 

1 

1 

2 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

- 

- 

- 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

- 

- 

— 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

- 

— 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

- 

- 

- 

29#  Hyperplasia  of  prostate. 

- 

- 

- 

30.  Pregnancy,  cnildbirtn,  aoortion, 

1 

1 

1 

31*  Congenital  malformations 

- 

- 

- 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases.... 

- 

- 

- 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  accidents. 

- 

- 

- 

34»  All  other  accidents........... 

— 

1 

1 

35#  Suicide 

- 

1 

1 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war..... 

- 

- 

37.  Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  system 

- 

1 

1 

21 

19 

40 

TABLE  SHOWING  THE  MORE  IMPORTANT  CAUSES  OF  DEATH.  NUMBERS  AND  PERCENTAGES 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

NO.  OF 

DEATHS 

PERCENTAGE 

. 1968  • 

1969 

1968 

1969 

Diseases  of  circulatory  system 

26 

24 

53.1 

60«0 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Malignant  diseases J.. 

11 

7 

22.4 

17.5 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 

4 

4 

8.1 

10.0 

Influenza 

2 

- 

4.1 

All  other  cuases , 

6-- 

5 

12.3 

12.5 

TOTAL 

49 

40 

100.0 

100.0 

In  1969,  11,5%  of  all  deaths  fell  under  the  first  three  headings# 
The  comparable  figure  for  1968  was  15,5%  and  for  1967  was  87. 5%, 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 
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Infectious  Diseases 


Number  of  all  confirmed  cases  of  Infectious  and  other  notifiable 

Diseases  notified  during  the  year  1969  according  to  age  and  sex. 


AGE 

i 

Measles 

Male  j 

Female 

TOTAL 

Under  1 

1 - 

1 

- 

1 

2 - 

3 

3 

3 - 

/ - 

1 

1 

5-9 

— 

10  - 14 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 24 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 44  

- 

- 

- 

45-64  

1 

- 

1 

65  or  over  

"** 

i 

TOTAL  

2 

! 4 



6 

Diseases  notified  during  the  year,  classified  according 

to  month  of  occurrence 


Month 

Measles 

jfr  1 

January 

3 

February 

- 

March 

- 

April 

- 

- 

June 

- 

July 

- 

August 

- 

September 

3 

October 

- 

November 

- 

December 

- 

TOTAL 

6 

6 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Males 

Females 

TOTAL 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

No.  of  cases  on  the  Register 
at  31st  December,  1968 

2 

1 

4 

1 

8 

No.  of  cases  added  during 
the  year 

— 

— 

1 

an 

1 

! No.  of  cases  removed  during 
the  year 

— 

— 

No.  of  cases  on  the  Register 
at  31st  December,  1969 

2 

1 

5 

1 

9 

CASES  ADDED  TO  THE  REGISTER 



CASES  REMOVED  FROM  REGISTER 

New  notifications. 

Recovered, 

Inward  Transfers 

1 

Died. 

Removed  to  other  areas. .......... 

TOTAL 

1 

TOTAL 

CASES  OH  THE  REGISTER.  ACCORDING  TO  AGE  AND  SEX  AT  31st  DECEMBER. 

1262 


AGE  GROUP 

Male 

‘ . ...... 

Female 

TOTAL 

Under  5 years 

5-14  years 

- 

- 

- 

15-24  years 

- 

- 

- 

25-44  years 

1 

3 

4 

45  •*  64  years 

1 

1 

2 

65  years  and  over 

1 

2 

3 

Age  unknown 

- 

- 

TOTAL  

3 

6 

9 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SURVEYOR/PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1969 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  1969# 

Mater  Supply. 

The  water  supply  within  the  Urban  District  is  under  the  control  of 
the  East  Anglian  Water  Company.  The  prinicipal  sources  of  supply  are  boreholes 
and  Pumping  Stations  at  Holton  and  Walpole  - these  sources  are  inter-connected 
and  form  a ring  main  to  supply  the  Town.  The  two  towers  at  Bungay  Road  and 
London  Road  are  still  used  for  storage.  The  original  source  of  supply,  an 
artesian  Xi/ell  with  head  works  in  Chediston  Street,  Halesworth,  is  held  in  reserve 
and  could  be  used  as  a supplementary  supply,  or  as  a restricted  supply  in  case 
of  emergency. 

12  Bacteriological  samples  have  been  taken  and  show  that  the  water  is 
satisfactory  for  drinking  and  general  purposes. 


Number  of  houses  supplied  directly  from  mains. , • 1,165 

Number  of  Shops  supplied  directly  from  mains 45 

Number  of  Offices  supplied  directly  from  mains  • 17 

Combined  business  and  dwelling  premises  supplied  directly  from 

mains  33 


Total  number  of  properties  supplied  with  unmetered  water. 1,260 

Number  of  standpipes 2 

Number  of  hoses. 96 

Number  of  Metered  supplies 41 

Number  of  houses  not  supplied  from  mains 2 

Number  of  Miscellaneous  properties  (Churches  etc) 4 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  situated  off  the  Bramfield  Road,  within 
the  Urban  District  boundary,  deals  with  the  sewage  from  the  villages  of  Wissett, 
Holton  and  Blyford,  in  addition  to  sewage  from  Halesworth. 

Laboratory  examination  of  samples  of  effluent  taken  throughout  the 
year  have  been  very  satisfactory. 

After  some  years  of  experimental  work  a very  simple  method  of  sludge 
burning  has  been  evolved  and  results  have  been  measured.  It  may  be  of  interest 
to  know  that  in  a test  period  of  12  weeks,  50  tons  of  dried  sludge  were  burnt. 
From  this  trial  burning  invaluable  information  was  obtained,  further  alterations 
were  made  to  the  burners  which  should  increase  considerably  the  rate  of  burning 
with  an  even  further  reduction  in  the  already  low  costs  involved  in  this  work. 
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It  may  be  of  further  interest  that  the  burnes,  which  are,  admittedly,  small 
and  appear  primitive,  have  been  made  from  scrap  material  and  require  approx- 
imately one  hour's  attention  per  day,  all  this  work  is  carried  out  by  the 
Sewage  Works  attendant. 

The  resultant  ash  is  used  to  provide  top  cover  on  the  drying  beds. 

In  this  experiment  control  was  used  by  running  digested  sludge  on  to  drying  beds 
which  had  been  top  layered  with  sludge  ash,  and  those  without  a top  layer  of  ash. 
In  the  very  fine  weather  which  prevailed  during  the  period,  a reduction  of 
between  2 0%  and  25%  was  effected  in  the  time  required  to  dry  off  nine  inches  of 
sludge  in  those  beds  top  layered  with  ash. 

A further  important  point  - the  work  of  lifting  the  dried  sludge, 
which  is  done  by  hand  shovel,  is  considerably  eased  as  the  ash  is  lifted  with 
the  shovel,  leaving  the  more  expensive  filter  media  in  place  thus  cutting  cost 
on  replacement. 

Having  regard  for  the  proven  facts  that  this  work  can  be  done 
economically,  even  under  adverse  conditions,  that  measurable  savings  can  be 
effected,  that  the  heat  generated  is  at  present  going  to  waste,  it  is  still  felt 
that  burning  must  eventually  become  an  integral  part  of  sewage  disposal  works 
design,  with  an  increased  efficiency  in  digestion  and  drying  with  perhaps  even 
the  ultimate  goal  of  reduction  in  capital  costs  of  provision  of  such  works. 

Public  Cleansing, 

A weekly  collection  of  household  refuse  is  made  by  the  Council 
employing  two  men  and  one  modern  Compression  Refuse  vehicle.  A weekly  collection 
of  trade  refuse  is  also  carried  out  by  tractor  and  adapted  trailer. 

Refuse  disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  at  Cookley  within  the  district 
of  an  adjoining  Rural  District  Council.  All  trade  refuse  is  burned  on  an 
adapted  burning  ground  within  the  Sewage  Works  compound. 

Refuse  disposal  has,  for  far  too  long,  been  a service  which  has  been 
shelved  by  the  vast  majority  of  Authorities.  Basically,  whilst  there  have 
been  pits  to  fill  and  the  quantity  of  refuse  remained  fairly  steady,  this 
attitude  was  understandable.  However,  with  tipping  sites  gradually  decreasing, 
either  by  complete  absence  or  restriction  of  use,  by  the  rapidly  increasing 
volume  and  variety  of  refuse,  and  the  consequent  increase  in  costs  of  disposal 
it  is  becoming  self  evident  that,  in  the  foreseeable  future,  this  work  of 
disposal  is  to  become  a very  expensive  item  and  the  only  probable  economic 
solutuon  will  be  to  have  centralised  refuse  disposal  units  shared  by  adjoining 
Authorities.  This  method  has  already  been  adapted  by  several  Authorities  and 
so  planned  that  considerable  income  has  been  derived  to  offset  cost  of 
maintenance • 

Street  gullies  are  emptied  by  mechanical  means  using  a tanker  tractor 
adapted  for  this  purpose. 

Street  cleaning  is  carried  out  daily.  The  town  is  situated  in  the 
centre  of  a large  rural  area  and  the  problem  of  street  cleaning  is  perhaps  more 
acute  than  that  in  larger  towns.  Whilst  more  care  could  be  taken  in  the  cleaning 
of  wheels  of  vehicles  proceeding  from  fields,  this  problem  can  be  fairly  easily 
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dealt  with.  There  remains,  however,  one  problem  which  cannot  be  dealt 
with  so  easily,  nor  can  it  be  in  any  way  acceptable.  There  appears  to  be 
no  valid  reason  why  the  transportation  of  chicken  manure  should  be  carried 
out  in  such  a completely  prenit ive  manner.  Transportation  of  this  by-product 
should  be  effected  in  properly  designed  sealed  containers,  which  cannot  leak 
or  spill,  it  should  not  be  left  to  an  employee  to  seal  up  cracks  in  the 
container  with  bales  of  straw  and  the  public  should  not  have  to  be  subjected 
to  trails  of  filth  through  the  town  or  to  the  nauseating  stench  that  accompanies 
this  operation.  Finally  the  vehicles  used  in  this  operation  should  be  cleaned 
down  regularly. 

Rodent  Control. 


One  of  the  Council’s  employees  has  been  trained  in  this  work,  and  he 
is  sent  on  this  work  as  his  services  are  required, 

84  complaints  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  under  review. 

Rodent  control  was  carried  out  at  the  Refuse  Tips  and  Sewage  Works, 

Disinfestation. 


This  service  is  available  to  the  public  but  few  calls  are  now  made 
upon  it,  the  principal  calls  being  for  the  removal  of  wasps  nests. 

Food  Premises . 

There  are  10  premises  registered  in  the  area  for  the  sale  of  Ice 
Cream.  No  ice  cream  is  manufactured  in  the  area. 

There  are  four  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages. 

There  are  39  food  premises  in  the  Urban  area  and  87  inspections 
were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

It  must  be  recorded  that  once  again  only  three  small  defects  were 
noted  which  were  dealt  with.  Some  concern  is  felt  at  the  variety  of  foods 
offered  from  some  premises,  whilst  this  practice  is , in  itself,  in  no  way 
illegal,  it  must  be  pointed  out  that  where  open  goods  are  sold,  i,e.  vegetables, 
meat,  fish,  etc.,  the  commodity  must  be  kept  completely  apart  and  that  strict 
hygiene  discipline  must  be  maintained  even  to  the  extent  of  separate  service. 

Neat  and  Food  Premises. 

There  is  no  slaughterhouse  in  the  area. 

Standards  of  storage  and  display  in  Butchers  shops  are  maintained  at 
a high  level. 

There  have  been  occasions  when  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  need  for 
care  in  the  maintenance  of  hygiene .in  the  machines  used  in  some  shops,  all 
machines  must  be  kept  clean  at  all  times. 
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Housing. 


During  the  year  4^  houses  were  inspected,  7 were  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory  in  some  respect.  In  all  cases  the  necessary  remedial 
works  were  carried  out* 

Two  houses  were  demolished  under  Demolition  Orders* 

Two  undertakings  not  to  re-let  houses  which  were  unfit  for 
human  habitation  were  accepted. 

IB  new  houses  were  built  by  the  Local  Authority. 

19  new  houses  were  built  by  Private  Enterprize. 

3 families  were  re-housed  from  unfit  houses. 

4 Discretionary  Grants  and  four  Standard  Grants  were  made 

during  the  year. 


PACT PRIES  ACT.  1961. 

Part  1 of  the  Act 

1 • Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health. 


Premises 

(D 

Humber 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(3) 

- - . - -J 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

. ..  

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

1 . Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3>  4 
and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  local 
Authority. 

7 

20 

Nil 

Nil 

2.  Factories  not  included 
in  (l)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority.. 

32 

81 

Nil 

Nil 

3#  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(Excluding  out-workers * 
premises) 

7 

19 

Nil 

Nil 

'Total.. 

46 

120 

Nil  | Nil 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 


(1) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

(1) 

Overcrowding  (S.2)„ 
Unreasonable  Tem- 
perature (S.3).... 
Inadequate  ventila- 
tion (l*^')«**0***Q 
Ineffective  drain- 
age of  floors 

(S  .6) 

Sanitary  Con- 
veniences (S.7 ); 

(a ) Insuff icinet . . 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective. . . . 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes.... 
Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(Not  including  of- 
fences relating  to 
Outwork) 


Number  cf  ca.se s in  viiich  defects  were  found 


Found  Remedied 


Referred 

To  H.M.  j By  h.m. 
Inspector  j Inspector 


Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

(6) 


PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

OUTWORK 

Sections  133  and  134 

A "NIL11  RETURN 
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OFFICES  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT.  1963. 

The  Registration  of  premises  under  the  above  Act  has  been  continued  and  the 
following  Statistics  are  submitted:- 

Offices ..  ,,  ..  . * 37 

Retail  Shops 56 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 10 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public,  canteens 6 

Fuel  storage  depots  . . . - 

Tctal  number  of  visits  made  to  Registered  Premises .109 

Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises  by  Workplaces : 

Offices . . ..141 

Retail  Shops 172 

Wholesale  departments,  Warehouses,  26 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  16 

Canteens..  IS 

Fuel  storage  depots  - 

Total 373 


Total  Males:  ..  190 

Total  Females: .133 


I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.W.Y.  BUCKLEY, 

Surveyor/Public  Health  Inspector. 
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